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   Our liturgical calendar reminds us that on Monday, 
August 15, it is time for us to celebrate the Feast of 
St. Mary the Virgin.  This is a Major Holy Day of the 
church, but even if it falls on a Sunday it does not 
take precedence over Sunday, so it is transferred to 
a weekday.  Therefore, it is celebrated only at our 
mid-week service.   
   Mary is perhaps the most famous women ever to 
have lived, but what we know 
about her is limited to a few 
references in the Gospels and in 
the first chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles.  However, devotion to her 
developed quickly among early 
Christians and continues to be an 
important part of the spirituality of 
many followers of our Lord.   
   Most of the passages concerning 
Mary occur in the Gospel of Luke, 
where we read about the 
Annunciation—the appearance of 
the angel Gabriel telling Mary that 
she will conceive a son of the Holy 
Spirit, who is to be named Jesus 
and will be the Son of God.  We 
read of her obedience in the face of 
her fear and uncertainty about the 
future.  Luke presents Mary as the 
first person to hear the Good News 
that God is to become incarnate.  
Her response fulfills the description Jesus gave of 
what is required of a disciple as given in the Gospel 
of Mark, “Whoever does the will of God is…mother 
to me.” 
   It is also in Luke that we find the Magnificat—
Mary’s joyful song in which she blessed God.  At the 
Annunciation, Gabriel told Mary that Jesus is the 
Messiah, but in this song she interprets this Good 
News into what it will mean for Jesus to come into 
the world.  The lowly are to be exalted; the rich are 
to sent away empty.  Jesus is to be the blessing of 

those who are poor, hungry, and sorrowful, but there are 
woes in store for those who are rich, satisfied, and reveling 
in their own power.  In the Magnificat, Mary brings to us a 
sign of hope and of God’s care for those who are oppressed 
and downtrodden.  Luke continues his portrayal of Mary 
following Jesus’ birth as she listens to what the shepherds 
said that God had made known to them about Jesus.  “Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” 

   Mary’s life was not to be one without 
sorrow and pain.  When the child Jesus 
was presented at the temple for his 
circumcision, Simeon prophesied, 
saying, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.”  This prophecy about 
Mary was fulfilled at the foot of the 
cross, where Jesus’ grieving mother 
stood watching her son die.  In Acts, 
she is shown to be a disciples, devoting 
herself to prayer along with the others.   
   Mary was not only the mother of 
God’s son, the Messiah.  In Eastern 
Christianity, she is referred to as 
Theotokos, the mother of God.  
Throughout the Gospels, she is shown 
as fulfilling the requirements of 
discipleship, serving as a model and 

inspiration to all of us.  Mary was fully human, just as we 
are, and yet she was able to be the kind of disciple that God 
calls all of us to be—even in the face of fearful and tragic 
events in her life.   
   Collect for the Feast of the Virgin Mary:  O God, you have 
taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your 
incarnate Son: Grant that we, who have been redeemed by 
his blood, may share with her the glory of your eternal 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen.  
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The Vestry Meeting was held on June 14, 2011 in the Library. 
Rector’s Report 
• Office had a computer meltdown.  David Brown was able 

to save almost everything but the Publisher program and 
email addresses. 

• Rev. Nancy will be at CREDO from June 19-27 and on 
vacation in Lancaster from June 28-July 23.  She will be 
doing the Sunday services on July 17 and 24. 

• VBS plans are coming along and this year the theme is 
“Take it to the Lord in Prayer.”  Dinner will be served each 
evening. 

• Fundraiser possibility:  Rev. Nancy received a letter from 
Medrano’s Restaurants offering donation of 20% of food 
sales in their three locations.  Claire Humphrey will contact 
and check out the program. 

• Steve Armitage has been checking out what can be done 
about the over abundance of squirrels at the church which 
are damaging trees.  Pest control company can do a one 
shot treatment for $73. 

• Lancaster Homeless Shelter has been operated for a long 
time by Catholic Charities but they are no longer able to 
do it.  There are some groups interested in taking it over.  
Dana Haycock will try and get some information and Claire 
Humphrey will find out if we can expect some changes in 
our involvement. 

• Rev. Nancy had a new recorder that will allow her 
sermons to be posted on the website. 

Treasurer’s Report 
• Reports were distributed and discussed. 
• The Pentecost donations have benefited the Office 

Supplies budget category. 
• Mission Share for April was paid but May and June are still 

owed. 
• Leslie Montesdeoca reminded everyone that we need to 

save money for the big summer electric bills.  She called 
Verizon and was able to reduce our monthly bill on the 
telephone/internet. 

• Holly and Rose Tea has its own budget category to help 
track income and expenses. 

• Treasurers’ report will be filed for audit. 
Old Business 
• Stewardship Campaign this year is themed “We Walk By 

Faith.”  Each vestry member will do a presentation (about 
5 minutes) at both services, touching on how they came 
to be a member of St. Paul’s, what they do on the Vestry, 
and why they pledge to St. Paul’s. 

• Stewardship Dinner will be on Saturday, November 12.  
Pledge cards will be handed out at the dinner. 

• Vestry will do coffee hour on November 13. 
New Business 
• There will not be a meeting in July unless something 

unforeseen comes up. 
Buildings and Grounds 
• Thanks are due to the Men’s Group for the fine job of 

cleaning up the Nursery playground and surrounding area 
in May, and for the tree-felling on the north side of the 

Church.  Thank you to Julia Armitage, Cindy Walker, 
Paula Smith and the Boy Scouts for the help with the 
clean up of the fallen foliage, etc. 

• A water leak was found on the west wall of the nursery 
building which was creating a wet spot in the St. Nicholas 
room.  Plumber was called out.  Upon arrival of plumber a 
new leak was discovered causing water to flow out into 
the parking lot.  Both leaks and a leaking spigot were 
repaired by the plumber for the cost of $165.00. 

• Tom Moore and Dave Miklos have been working on a 
schedule for the rose garden.  Some work needs to be 
done to make them made less maintenance-intensive. 

• Discussion was held on work needed in Sunday school 
building like new flooring and some maintenance. 

Christian Education 
• Charles Fairman plans to shadow and help Sandy Salser 

with VBS so he can have more to report on next month. 
• Charles Fairman also did some checking on costs to 

replace flooring in Nursery room of Sunday School building 
but the A/C and other issues in the Guild Hall are of higher 
priority. 

• It was suggested that the Medrano’s fundraiser income 
could possibly go to the flooring in the Nursery. 

Communication 
• Dana Haycock is submitting the information on our VBS 

time and dates to the AV Press.  She has also been in 
contact with the paper in regards to the Holly and Rose 
Tea. 

• It is believed that Lauran Hunt’s company will donate the 
invitations and programs. 

• Donations are needed of tea cups and saucers. 
• Next planning meeting for tea is on July 24 at 9:30 am. 
Outreach  
• St. Paul’s ECW will host Shelter dinner on July 7, St. Paul’s 

Men on August 4 and St. Paul’s Vestry on September 1. 
Parish Life  
• Stewardship Dinner and visit from Bishop Diane will be on 

Saturday, November 12.  The Vestry will meet with the 
Bishop from 3-5 pm, we will have a service at 5 pm and 
dinner at 6 pm.  Nancy Takeda will work out the menu 
with the Vestry members. 

Parish Growth 
• Steve Armitage reported that nine trees were removed 

and a chipper had been rented to reduce them down.  The 
next tree event will be on July 9. 

• Future events in the works include some Backyard BBQ’s, 
Faith Night at Jethawk Stadium, and the Chili Cook-Off. 

• Dana Haycock is checking into a one-day liquor license so 
beer and wine can be sold at the Chili Cook-Off. 

• Checking into possibility of a Dodger Game on August 26. 
• Friday events will be cancelled or rescheduled if they 

conflict with softball games. 
Stewardship – no reports 
Worship – no reports 
Wardens Reports 
• Steve Armitage has requested attendance reports for 

Sunday services for 2011 so he can put together an 
informational chart. 

______________________________________________ 
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August 2  Dave Haycock 
August 23  David Brown 
August 23  Edgar Pascascio 
August 27  Jennifer Mann 
August 29  Sandy Salser 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August 18 Pat & Charles Wordsworth (2001) 
August 20 Frank & Joann Wayland (1955) 
____________________________________ 

David Brown, Marianne Dardarian, 
Barbara Penn, Theresa Young, 
Oscar Thompson, Jennifer Faux, 
Kathleen Chabrow, Jonathon 
Thompson, Dorothy Rawlings, Bill 
Rawlings, Liz Stingley, Teresa 
Campbell, Dan Royster, Donna 
Ryan, Monica Hines, Gordon 

Fullerton, Willis Chase, Allen Fremont, Cynthia Royster, 
Marge Hulsizer, Robert McCullough, Christine Mayer, Jill 
Stegall, Larry Lister, Mark Campbell, Teresa Martinsen, 
Gary Meyers, Virginia LaBarre, Kathy Greene, Marlena 
Morgan, Bruce Foley, Richard McKenzie, Joan Ayon, 
Paula Wayland, Elisebeth Patteri, Lorena Almandoz, 
Patricia Toro, Gail Barrett, Lidia Venturoli, The Ventroli 
Family, Linda McKibban, Angel Hilton, Beverly Brennan, 
Daniel Malec, Landy Reel, Jordan Perez, Sally Smith, 
Gillian Young, The Rev. Shannon Collis, Betty Miklos, 
Taylor Heier, Pat Headlund, Pat McGregor, Jean Fisher, 
Bess Gage and Jay Wilson. 
 
David Bennett, Donald 
Bleeker, Robert Border,  
Joe Burnett, Keith 
Campbell, Kristen 
Castonguay,  
Tré Dobson, Ryan 
Feliciano, Matthew Forness, Scott Grimmit, Stanley 
Hashimoto, Steve Hunt, Chris Key, Edward Macon, Janna 
McDonald, Nicholas Morris, Andrew Petrossian, 
Christopher Petrossian, Edward Ryan, Jason Spalding, 
Patrick Spears, Eric Taylor, Benjamin Strachan,  Peter 
Vitale, Clayton Von Der Ahe, and Bradford Welsh.

St. Paul's ECW will meet on 
Saturday, September 3rd, at 10am in 
the Guild Hall.  The program for the 
day will be "Sandwich Workshop."  
Harriet Spann, who is chairing the 
refreshments portion of the October 
15th tea, will demonstrate the 
making of the tea sandwiches that 
will be served.   We'll get a chance 
to learn how to put these little dainty 
sandwiches together and will 
taste the finished products.  The 
regular business meeting will 
precede the workshop.  Please try to 
attend so that we will all be better 
prepared to do our share for the 
upcoming tea.  

   On Sunday, August 7, the Tea Committee will have their 3rd 
meeting.  Thanks to the hard work of the group, things are 
going very well.  Harriet Spann and Rev. Nancy have 
established an outstanding menu of tea sandwiches, scones, 
pea salad and a few other delights.  The menu was chosen to 
be easy to prepare, beautiful to look at and wonderful to 
taste.  Harriet and Nancy have done a great job. 
   Dave and I (Dana Haycock) went down to Torrance to 
meet with the owner of KikaPaprika, the company that will do 
the informal modeling during the tea.  Their clothing is all 
make in America, the fabrics are environmentally safe and the 
company is woman owned.  I loved the very wearable 
clothing which was also very comfortable. 
   Thanks to Lauren Hunt we have beautiful “Save the Date” 
postcards.  Please take a few, address them and return them 
to the church so we can put them on the master mailing list 
before mailing.  If you can contribute the stamps, we are very 
grateful. 
   The tea cup, saucer and other tea accessory donations are 
coming in as well.  Thanks to everyone who is cleaning out 
their closets and helping us out.  We are hoping to be able to 
have 300 tea cups and saucers by the day of the tea. 
   David Brown is making a floor plan of the church so we can 
figure out how to make the most of the space available.  Pat 
Faux has gotten the Temple to agree to loan us their tables 
and chairs. 

It is wonderful to see how everyone is working 
together to make the Tea a reality.  We are grateful for the 
contributions that have been given to date.  Thanks to the 
money contributed to the Tea and the kindness of my friend, 
Larry Maniness, the assistant manager at the Lowe’s in 
Palmdale, we have purchased a new dishwasher for the 
kitchen last week at a fabulous low price. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dana Haycock 

E
C 
W
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GETTING TO KNOW 
THE SAINTS 

St. Clare of Assisi  
1194 a.d.-1253 a.d 

Italy 
Feast day:  August 11 

Submitted by Barbara Penn 
 
   Like a number of great saints, Clare Offreduccio, better 
known today as St. Clare of Assisi, was born into a wealthy 
family.  Her mother Ortolana was very pious and had raised 
Clare to be a person of prayer and kindness who had great 
concern for the poor. At the age of 18 she heard St. Francis 
of Assisi preach and was inspired to forsake her life of 
privilege and devote her life to living according to Francis’ 
principles of austerity and service to the poor. 
   Her family was horrified at her decision and had her shut 
away in the family home but she escaped by a small door 
called the “door of the dead” because it was normally only 
used when carrying a corpse from the house.  She went to 
a Franciscan house and there St. Francis himself cut off her 
hair and gave her a plain homespun robe and a cord for a 
belt.  She would later refer to herself as “the little plant of 
the most blessed Francis”. She took refuge at another 
convent and was protected by papal interdict against her 
family’s taking her back home by force. 
   Ultimately Clare was joined by her widowed mother, two 
of her sisters, her best friend, and several members of 
another wealthy local family.  Clare refused Francis’ 
suggestion that she be the Superior of the Order, preferring 
to wait until she became 21.  The order of women was 
originally known as Minoresses since the Franciscan 
Brothers were known as Friars Minor.  Eventually they 
became known as “the Poor Clares”.  Their life was indeed 
one of poverty and hardship.  They owned no property at 
all and ate very little, no meat at all, and only what they 

were able to beg.  They had no beds but rather slept on 
twigs with patched hemp blankets. The wind and rain came 
in through the cracks in the ceiling of their house. They 
kept silent most of the time yet were very happy because 
they always felt close to the Lord. 
   Once Clare’s intercessions saved her sisters from soldiers 
who were attacking Assisi and planning to raid the convent. 
Clare, who was very ill, was carried to the wall and had the 
Blessed Sacrament placed where the enemy soldiers could 
see it.  Then she prayed on her knees that God would 
spare her nuns.  A voice seemed to answer “I will keep 
them always in My care”.  At the same time the enemy 
became frightened and fled in great haste. 
   Clare and her sisters in the order ministered to the poor, 
the sick and the neglected.  Clare herself suffered illness for 
many years yet said no pain could trouble her because her 
joy in God’s service was so great.  The austerity of her 
order was the greatest of any order known up to that time 
but Clare denied that they were poor:  “They say that we 
are too poor, but can a heart which possesses the infinite 
God be truly called poor?” 
   The community of Poor Clares continues to this day in 
both the Roman Catholic and the Anglican communions. 
 
Prayer: 
“O God, whose blessed Son became poor that we through 
his poverty might be rich: Deliver us from an inordinate 
love of this world, that we, inspired by the devotion of your 
servant Clare, may serve you with singleness of heart, and 
attain to the riches of the age to come; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.” 
 
______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________  
 
 
 
 

Ministry Sunday will be held on 
September 11, 2011.  We will have 
one service at 9 am followed by the 
opportunity to browse the courtyard 
and discover all the different 
ministries we have at St. Paul’s.  If 
you are part of a group and would 
like table space, please contact the 
church office. 

Softball 
There will not be a church softball league this 
year because we were the only team to sign up.  
Hopefully things will be different next year. 
 

St. Paul’s Men will host our 2nd Annual Chili 
Cook-Off on Saturday, September 17th from 
5:30-7:30 pm at the church.  This year it is 
open to 12 chefs and the price to compete is 
$15 per entry.  As a new twist, there will also 
be a costume contest for “Best Dressed Chef.”  
Winners of each category will receive prizes.  
The cost to come out and judge (and eat all the 
chili you can handle) is $5 per person.  Sodas, 
water, beer and wine will also be available for 
purchase.  Please contact Steve Armitage for 
further details. 
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Medrano’s Fundraiser: 
We are participating in a fundraiser at 
Medrano’s Restaurant for the whole month of 
August.  Print the coupon above and take it 
into anyone of their 3 locations during the 
times indicated and they will donate 20% to 
St. Paul’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   St. Paul's Men would like to provide you the church 
with an update on our activities and plans from time to 
time. We feel that it is our purpose to help with St. 
Paul's growth in terms of support, community, 
spirituality. 
   We have provided for community growth by instituting 
the Backyard Bar-B-Q's each summer. These have 
turned out to be great fun and are accomplishing the 
intended goal. Along the same line St. Paul's Men will be 
hosting our church's participation in the Antelope Valley 
Community Faith Night at the JetHawks game on August 
12th, a Friday night at 7 PM. Also, we will be having the 
Second Annual Chili Cook Off on Saturday September 17 
- this will be a great time of fun, fellowship, food and 
community outreach. 
   St. Paul's Men are growing spiritually as well. We have 
lively theological discussions regarding how we can 
better know, understand and worship our Lord. We are 

learning that God can be difficult to understand, but 
always there for us with the help we need and with full, 
complete acceptance. 

 
   St. Paul's Men support St. Paul's Church whenever 
there is a church event by assisting in set up, security, 
clean up and general help. We assisted in the Rummage 
Sale, VBS, general grounds clean up, repair of the 
eastside dirt road, building the trash container blind and 
tending the roses out front. 
   Our current, long term and very involved project is the 
removal of all of the diseased trees in our parking lot 
and the planting of many replacement, drought resistant 
(olive?) trees.  As you know, we began this project in 
June with the removal of nine trees. We will have 
another all day effort on Saturday October 8 to clean up 
the work in the parking lot, trim and beautify the north 
wall of the Church and begin the removal of the juniper 
trees along the west property line. Our ultimate goal will 
be the planting of the new trees along the west property 
line, the opening up of the parking lot and raising the 
visibility of the Church building itself. 
   Please let us know of any suggestions, questions or 
comments. Contact Steve Armitage at 661-733-5903, or 
sacompassion@gmail.com. 
 
 

The Stewardship Campaign this year is themed 
“We Walk By Faith.”  Each vestry member will 
do a presentation (about 5 minutes) at both 
services, touching on how they came to be a 
member of St. Paul’s, what they do on the 
Vestry, and why they pledge to St. Paul’s.  The 
Vestry will hold our annual Stewardship Dinner 
on Saturday, November 12.  Bishop Diane will 
join us that day to celebrate Holy Eucharist and 
dinner.  More information will follow. 
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Pomegranate  
 
Because the pomegranate has an abundance of 
seeds, the fruit is used to represent hope and 
future life. It also symbolizes the many believers 
who are individual members of the universal 
Christian church. 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church    August 2011  8

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 
502 West Avenue K 
Lancaster, California  93534 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 
 
The Episcopal Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Welcomes You 
 
 
 

Saint Paul’s Connection
Vol. 3, No. 8, August  2011 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

 
 

Worship Services Clergy & Staff 
  

Sunday  Church Office Phone (661) 945-6704 
     8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I Church Office FAX (661) 948-4584 
     9:15 am Adult Education Rev. Nancy E. Brown, Rector revnancy@pacbell.net 
     10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II Sandra Salser, Verger sjsalser@aol.com 
Wednesday  Dan Royster, Music Director DanRoy1940@aol.com 
     12:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Will resume 7/27/11 
Leslie Montesdeoca, Secretary office@saintpaulslancaster.org 

    

Upcoming Events 
Office Hours:  Tuesday—Thursday 9:00am—2:00pm;  

Friday 9:00am—1:30pm; closed Monday 
   

9/11 Ministry Sunday 
9/13 Vestry Meeting 
9/17 Chili Cook-Off 
9/18 EFM Resumes 
9/18 Sunday School Begins 

www.saintpaulslancaster.org 

Email:  office@saintpaulslancaster.org 
 

Saint Paul’s, a parish of the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, 

has served the Antelope Valley 
since 1924. 

 
Our mission is to share Christ’s 

unconditional love with the 
world. 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

11 am Women's AA Meetin 7 pm Knitting Guild 12:30 pm H.E.Rite II 5:45 pm Shelter Meal 10-2 pm American Sewing10 am ECW Meeting
7 pm Cub Scouts 7:30 pm NA Meeting and Get-Together 6-8 pm Sewing Sisters Guild Group 10 am Women's NA

3-5 pm Girl Scouts 7 pm Boy Scouts 8 pm NA Meeting
7:30 pm NA Meeting

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8 am H.E. Rite I 11 am Women's AA Meetin 7 pm Vestry Meeting 12:30 pm H.E.Rite II 6-8 pm Sewing Sisters 7 pm Jethawks Game 8 am St. Paul's Men
9 am Child Care 7 pm Cub Scouts 7 pm Knitting Guild and Get-Together 7 pm Boy Scouts 10 am Women's NA
10:30 am H. E. Rite II 7:30 pm NA Meeting 3-5 pm Girl Scouts 8 pm NA Meeting

7 pm Boy Scouts/Greenbar
7:30 pm NA Meeting

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8 am H.E. Rite I 11 am Women's AA Meetin 7 pm Knitting Guild 12:30 pm H.E.Rite II 6-8 pm Sewing Sisters 10 am Women's NA
9 am Child Care 7 pm Cub Scouts 7:30 pm NA Meeting and Get-Together 7 pm Boy Scouts 8 pm NA Meeting
10:30 am H. E. Rite II 3-5 pm Girl Scouts

7:30 pm NA Meeting

Discretionary Sunday

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8 am H.E. Rite I 11 am Women's AA Meetin 7 pm Knitting Guild 12:30 pm H.E.Rite II 6-8 pm Sewing Sisters 10 am Women's NA
9 am Child Care 7 pm Cub Scouts 7:30 pm NA Meeting and Get-Together 7 pm Boy Scouts 8 pm NA Meeting
10:30 am H. E. Rite II 3-5 pm Girl Scouts
12 pm DOK Meeting 7:30 pm NA Meeting

28 29 30 31
8 am H.E. Rite I 11 am Women's AA Meetin 7 pm Knitting Guild 12:30 pm H.E.Rite II
9 am Child Care 7 pm Cub Scouts 7:30 pm NA Meeting and Get-Together
10:30 am H. E. Rite II 3-5 pm Girl Scouts

7:30 pm NA Meeting
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